The Royal College of Occupational Therapists (RCOT) has been pleased and proud to observe the significant development of the British Journal of Occupational Therapy (BJOT), the college's official academic journal, in recent years. Now finishing its fourth year of publication with SAGE Publications, BJOT reaches not only our 32,000 members but also researchers and practitioners worldwide, many of whom also submit their research to BJOT for peer review. In 2018 alone, the journal celebrated its 80th anniversary and increased its impact factor, and this year also saw the inaugural RCOT/ BJOT Article Excellence Award, announced at the RCOT Annual Conference, which went to Cecilia Petterson and Susanne Iwarsson for their article 'Evidence-based interventions involving occupational therapists are needed in re-ablement for older community-living people: a systematic review' (Petterson and Iwarsson, 2018) .
Submissions have been strong and the journal has continued to thrive, publishing a number of special issues in recent years on topics as diverse as vocational rehabilitation, dementia, the ageing population and assistive technology, with the help of international guest editors who are leaders in their field of expertise. The journal also continues to expand its online collections for occupational therapy students beginning their education, and has encouraged submissions in areas such as pilot and feasibility studies and randomised controlled trial (RCT) protocols. Recently, BJOT published its first dual-language editorial, in Japanese and English (NakamuraThomas, 2018), opening up its readership even further.
These achievements, and many other aspects of BJOT 's ongoing development, would not have been possible without the diligence, commitment and sheer hard work of our distinguished inaugural Editor-in-Chief Christine Craik OBE, MPhil, FCOT, DMS, MCMI, FHEA, who deserves our gratitude not only for her tenure as our first editor-inchief but also for her many years preceding that as reviewer, board member and author. In addition to her day-to-day leadership of the peer reviewing and her ongoing development of the journal's strategy, Christine's contribution to enabling the smooth and effective transition of the journal to an external publisher was immense and deserves particular mention. Our warmest thanks to her for her outstanding work and, we trust, her continuing involvement with the journal.
After four successful years, Christine is now stepping down, to be succeeded by Professor Sharon Gutman, who starts this month. It gives me great pleasure to welcome Sharon, and we look forward with anticipation to her input as she develops the journal further. As an experienced occupational therapy researcher and previously as editor-in-chief for the American Journal of Occupational Therapy (AJOT), Sharon is well equipped to take BJOT on its continuing journey. As BJOT strengthens its international ties, at the same time continuing to celebrate and take pride in its roots in the United Kingdom, we feel Sharon's expertise and experience will be invaluable in sustaining its goals and developing its future strategy, working alongside our volunteer associate editors and our international and UK-based editorial board.
